THE
FAMILY

[vanedin is the midale child in the
'ﬁrnrl'l"."-::lll:' New Lealand citfes.
Neither the bossy big brocher
nor the coddled |'J,-:I|rt"|' gisier,
Drupeddin is the quier achicver and
a _|'frr|1 _ﬁnuun’n’ with visitors.
WORDS BY SUSAN ELLIOTT

ureedin is a shinw-aff. 1t & the aldest

gty b Mew Zexland, the couniry's

wikllife capital, a vop surfing spot,

his mone Edwardian and Victorian
heritage Bildings tlam amy oUher city in the
Southirn Hi sher, bossts the world's
spepest sireet, houses the nation's firs
universiy amd MNZS only castle, Lamach
Castle. Bul ths harbous o a Hue-y day
rubber stamgs the ¢y freourite ph
*Dumner Stunner”. The fine weather lsted
fust cmg glorious ldar bfore polar-gracs
winds fresh Mroes Bhe AR arctic whippsed i
dlark closads stoke precious lux of Bghr and the
temperatan: nosedived faster than the kcal
i pengui
weather, and a conversation you will have
ey day of vour vishi.
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WWILDLIFE WONDERLAND

*1 had one man cry,” says Rachel Kerr. I'man a
Tower-howr adventure with Clearwater Wilkdlids
Fours, and Rachel a 5th pemeration member
af the Ciearwater family, has broaght our
gronm 1o the propesty they'we farmeed since
1835 Perendale sheep praze the green stuff on
Dunedin’s Cape Saunders. But with wool
prices painfully low, the farm gates have
apened for lourds o see the extraondinary
wikdlige that ke an this privately owned
stretch af coast: Mew Lealand fur ssals,
albatrowes and the endangened yellow-eyed
penguin, hoibo 1t 3 very ool backyand.

“iine man veho visited just burs imtoe
teard,” savs Rachel "He saids *'ve never béen
akome: om 4 beach like this before, the wilidlife
is amazing™

1 Tl vy ndaiin Rachul w15 us wiait bev
Fainily ame ckoings Lo siee biba ot cisk of
contracting avian diphtheria, a bacterial
i riom That s KEllirg colomiss poross L
gousry, 1 b miliary-ste operaion, the
penguin panéeis are shooed sway from Eheir
s & elap-ohd chicks can be “kidnapped’ and
Lakeen 10 Dhenedin Wikiline Hospital for the
first veneks of thiir [ifie, 2 time when
it heeria veould s (et kil them

Volupaeess 3 the bosginal Teod the chicks a
Fish shurry, just Tike the meal M amd Dad
wiiild regurgitase. The birds are then
returmned oo by nest, hopefully sivong
ennigh o Bght off the diseass (we can only
Iimagine the parents’ confusion at the reunlon
seeing the asdden growih of their balsdl The
Tesiiks, 5o, & b
penguin population is 22 and growing.

Utk the beach, past dozens of seals
M Zealand furs and ke odd Austratian s
liown. Vet from the ocean, they hove rolled in
the sand and look like fa black sausages
tusted in kcing sugar. They're not interested in
me, maor i the boiho that waddle past - a
snack at sea & strangely off the menu an share.
Worgg makes. throw thestr wedght around in
blubbery batiles for domimance, =:al pups in

R rming, the thny

| & S riara s L
This poge: Ginge ane Prdding with
wania Bean ko Cream & Buthersoonch 5o

rock pools practise for their first oosan swim,
and albat rosses soar overhead, showing off
theeir ability boe fly without flagping a wing.

Dunedin City is equally wikl Expecially
the anchitecture. Centuries collide, with
maktk Edwarndian, Wistorien, Bcobedn,
Italianate, Gothis, Geongian anmd Palladian-
Syke baiklings alomgside Jist-century concnete
office Blocks, The side walls of mode rm-day
Comistiuctions and irnesistibde o artists Cnoim
Podand, Britain, Belgium, China, Haly,
Australia, South Alrica and Argentlng, who
v, brusheed and spesped the walks
wikth extiraondinary g

1 ke shelter from the drizele dindiy
kniowvni hene as Fagurid sumshing'h im Cilve
Husrs, & Rine capsushe off Daanxlin society i
inthe garly 19008, Thirty-lve moms are pllad
ceilingg b Aoorboands with (rcasanes gachensd
Iy bussinessamman, oolkcton and plilantheopist
Dl Thesmin on his ramenous trips armund
the vkl ¥oin can enjoy Edwardian high rea
in the Grear Halll or showd a Tew Balks in
Dravidd's fabuboss billiand rocm.

hina

CHOST STORY
“Tell me about the ghost.” | ask. “Whidh one?™
is the reply

¥ staving at Larnach Castie, Bullt In 1571
by anoher wealiby local - businessman and
palitician, William Larnach, whao didn't spare
a povanad basikding bis diream bome. Gothic
Revival i= the theme hen:, and it book 360

FOOD, DRIMKE & TRAVIL DUREDIN

workers thiree vears b make the shell of
Larnach’s casthe. Crafzmen workod on the
inberior for the mesd 12 years using Raln
marbke, Boor tiles from England and glass
e Venice and France.,

Buit a farcy casthe didn’t buy happsnes,
Willka ™ first wifie, Elica, died oF a stroke; his
secord wigs, Mary, froen hiood poisoning; his
clagghier, Kabe, of Dypbaaid, amd thaen i soi
Dhiaglas had an aifadr with hiss chind wifie,
Corstance, Facing bamsderuptey, Wilklam ended
hils v e, 17 ghoss exkse, Larnach Castle 5
Wb perfiect haunting groursd

Dinner Is & bourcnurse feast in the castle’s
music P under the gl of Lamach's
val cheirdelier few things are original &
his chifldren stripped the castle bare to get
matey). There ane mund tours io pooms
etwien dishes. | stay al The Lakdge which has
12 themed rooms with beautiful barbonr,
ocean and penirmla views. [ wamnt bo e 3
ot Civeen & clhakce, | versubd chonse
Willian"s belowed first wifie, Eliza and with
that thought in mind, a light fliceers.
Fluctuating power sapply. Appanenthc

Ticking more experiences off Dunedin’s
mighty résumé, | stroll through the Chiness
Garden fthe first in the Sombern
Hemsisphere], then along to Dunedin Raibwsy
Statiom, which is said to be the maost
photographed building in New Zealand.
White: limestone and black basalt rogk apea
dramatic combination, and inside the bailding
is a stunning mosakc Soor of TS0 tEkes of
Rl Dicvaltom poncelain, ¥es, 1 take & pado or
e~ | wiruldin't want the city o lose that
photographic honour,

KIW| CLASSICS

Coarmet et gin, oysters and whigehait
PaETEE ang et of py oliday meni - The Big
Foawly Walking Tour of Diinedii visis Primogs
51 Butcher (vummy pies!) amd Dunedin Craft
Dostilbers, the only distillery im Niw Zealand
makirg gin feom scratch using surplus e
b ol 1 ok Abadal, To frilsh I lusch &t
Rewt Café for a classic kil fessof fried

wl = oners, Codl, whitebait, grosadipped
sagds aml Chapd, Sorry, chips,

Anatier family sory ends this tale.

Doaring: the Oiagn gobd rush in the 18608 ol
Waln cpend Inks fi st hotel, Wains Hotel,
knimwm today as Fable Dunedin. it's one of the
ltallznate hulidings in towam, with colimne,
arches, pilastiers, and carey figures on the
fagade. Inside & The Press Clab restauran,
once 1he stomping grourd of Dunedin’s
nevspaper adinors and regoriers, clinding
Thomas Bracken, who wrote God Dettend New
Zenland, ore of the two national ambenrs. My
sealiond cheesecake and venism shoulder with
truffle pudding 2nd horseradish sasce are
exguisite, and | devour them ldke 2 middie
chisd, quickly, hefore the bassy big brogher
sy ar Ehe hat sister cries. @
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