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Distinction Private Dining Vaults
Set within the grand surroundings of the Distinction Dunedin Hotel, which 
enjoyed a previous life as the city’s Chief Post Office, four luxuriously appointed 
private dining vaults are now available for reservations. The historic Princes Street 
vaults are accessed through their original thick steel doors but once inside a 
lavish secret hideaway is revealed. Seating between 2 and 12 guests per vault, they 
offer the ultimate personalised experience complete with individually controlled 
temperature and music. Bespoke menus can be created on request.

Arc Brewing Co.
A new destination brewery has set up shop in the shimmering surrounds of 
Blueskin Bay, just 18 minutes north of Dunedin. Already a massive hit with the 
locals, Arc is the latest addition to the blossoming craft beer scene in the city with 
ultra-fresh brews that sell out on a daily basis. Currently only open on Saturdays 
and Sundays, the brewery is an awesome spot for a relaxed bevvy accompanied by 
food truck fare of the day. 
https://www.facebook.com/arcbrewingco
 

Prohibition Smokehouse – the Octagon Edition
Carnivores rejoice, the well-established Prohibition Smokehouse has reinvented 
itself as an even more sophisticated den of all things delicious in its new and rather 
sumptuous Octagon location. Open for lunch and dinner, you can feast on a menu 
of smoky goodness or stop by for a cool drink in the sun. 
http://prohibitionsmokehouse.co.nz/  

Kūkū Coffee Ōtepoti
Bringing some seriously cool credentials to Caversham, Kūkū serves doses of 
happiness in the form of freshly roasted beans and coffees, all accompanied by a 
soundtrack of old skool tunes playing on the instore turntables. 
https://www.facebook.com/kukuwhanau/?tn-str=k*F   

Tart Tin Boutique Bakery 
Starting out at the Otago Farmers Market selling heavenly sweet treats from a 
vintage caravan, the Tart Tin is legendary for its delicious wares which regularly 
sell out in record time. Proprietor Matt Cross is now setting up shop in the trendy 
Terminus building within the Warehouse Precinct, so that fans can get their tart fix 
on weekdays as well.
https://www.facebook.com/oxfordstcaravanbar/ 



Steamer Basin Tap Room – Coming Soon
Another success story from the Otago Farmers Market, Steamer Basin brewery will 
soon open a taproom in a historic building just behind Princes Street, it will be one 
of the first businesses to set up in the historic Bond Street Laneway precinct.
https://www.steamerbasin.co.nz/ 

Room 118
Housed in the Dunedin Casino, Room 118 is a small and sophisticated new 
boutique bar, serving expert cocktails and fine New Zealand wines with a strong 
focus on Otago flavours.  A light menu of tapas treats complete the offering, 
making 118 an excellent choice for a night out with friends or a cosy drink with a 
significant other.
https://www.dunedincasino.co.nz/eat/room-118/ 

New Ocho Chocolate Factory Opens
Already renowned for its range of single-origin craft bean-to-bar chocolate and for 
running a stylish compact café, Ocho Chocolate production has moved to a larger 
factory space and has just launched artisan chocolate and tasting tours in March 
2019. 
https://ocho.co.nz/

Bay Road Peanut Butter Factory & Café 
What could improve on having a factory making super fresh peanut butter in 
Dunedin? Having a café on the factory site – that’s what! Bay Road Peanut Butter 
has infused the food and beverages menu with seriously local flavour, with 
Common Ground Espresso, Windy Ridge Milk, toast from Spelt Bakery and jams 
from Eat with Kate all close at hand. Try the luscious new dark roast.
https://www.facebook.com/bayroadnz/

Moiety
A revelation in taste, newcomer Moiety is an exciting addition to Dunedin’s funky 
Warehouse Precinct. The ever-changing menu reads like a list of innovative 
ingredients and features enticing snack options or a more decadent five-course 
degustation-style option. It’s impossible to define a particular style of food here, but 
there is an undercurrent of Japanese flavours that runs throughout the menu and 
everything is almost religiously based on locally-sourced, seasonal ingredients.
https://www.moiety.restaurant/

Urbn Vino
Winemaker Brendan Seal has opened the doors on his inner-city winery, Urbn Vino, 
where Pinot Noir is the tipple of choice. Set in the Terminus heritage building, 
its tasting room is also where the wine magic happens, giving guests the flavour 
of Central Otago   the world class wine-producing region sitting in Dunedin’s 
backyard. With his own wine, produced from those same vineyards, fermenting on 
the premises, Brendan is keen to engage with real people who drink quality wine.
http://www.urbnvino.nz/



Mamacita Taqueria
Great Mexican food is worth celebrating. Mamacita Taqueria is one of Dunedin’s 
newest eateries. Happy customers rave about its mouth-watering take on the 
classics, quesadilla, taco and burritos. If you’re on the move you will love the super-
fast takeaway service. Those with an eye for fun interior design will enjoy feasting 
their eyes on the rich décor which brings the beauty, vibrancy and flavours of 
Mexico to Dunedin. 
https://www.mamacitadunedin.co.nz/

No. 7 in the City
Legendary Dunedin suburban eatery, No. 7 Balmac now has a groovy new pop-up 
space in the heart of the city, the Octagon. Serving up their zesty fare and other 
mouth-watering dishes matches with organic and biodynamic wines, small batch 
tap beers and organic kombucha on tap. Al fresco seating makes for the perfect 
people watching spot over a lazy weekend lunch or mid-week supper.
https://www.no7balmac.co.nz/

A Night at the Museum
Dunedin’s newest and possibly quirkiest accommodation offering is now taking 
bookings. Spend a night or two sleeping under the same roof as a lifelong collection 
of curios and artworks created with animal bones, at the fascinating emporium of all 
things slightly bizarre, the Museum of Natural Mystery.  

Terminus Apartments
The hottest new digs in town, the Terminus Apartments reflect the colourful 
heritage of the Warehouse Precinct with an industrial luxe appeal. The six short stay 
apartments are all about the exposed brick walls and super comfy furnishings. You 
won’t have to go far in search of sustenance, as the ground floor also houses Moiety 
restaurant and an Urbn Vino winery to boot.

Wains Hotel 
Wains Hotel is set to transform into a luxury boutique hotel by mid-2019, with a $3 
million-dollar refurbishment of all 50 guest rooms and public spaces. Aiming for an 
opulence not seen elsewhere in Dunedin, the hotel’s refreshed interiors will embrace 
not only the history of the hotel but also the early culture of the city and its Scottish 
links and the gold rush era of the 1800’s.

Chamberson Hotel 
Set within a beautifully restored heritage building just a stone’s throw from the
Dunedin Railway Station, the luxuriously appointed Chamberson Hotel opened 
recently.
Featuring 21 apartment style 1-2 bedroom suites, the hotel is a stunning boutique 
addition to Dunedin’s accommodation offering.

Stay



Forest Bathing – Coming Soon
About to launch at Dunedin’s Orokonui Eco Sanctuary, this is an experience based 
on the healing way of Shinrin-yoku which means “taking in the forest atmosphere” 
or “forest bathing.” It was developed in Japan during the 1980s and has become a 
cornerstone of preventive health care and healing in Japanese medicine. Lush with 
native forest and birdlife, the sanctuary enjoys stunning views of the Silverpeaks 
Scenic Reserve and Blueskin Bay, providing a peaceful backdrop to practise forest 
bathing.  No removal of clothing necessary.

Horizon Tours
Another newcomer on the Dunedin tour scene, Horizon Tours specialise in 
Dunedin’s unique wildlife, coastal character, Māori and European history through 
stories that bring our natural landscapes alive. Their Southern Skies Stargazing Tour 
makes the most of the renowned dark skies of the Otago Peninsula to share Maori 
tales of the celestial bodies, complete with comfy chairs, blankets and warm drinks.
https://www.horizontours.co.nz/ 

Waitati Seasider – Daily Trips
Dunedin Railways will launch daily rail excursions on the Waitati Seasider starting 
1 December 2018 and running through to 31 March 2019. This 90 minutes round trip 
takes in the spectacular coastal scenery along the Otago Harbour and on past the 
dramatic sea cliffs and hidden lagoons of the north coast.
https://www.dunedinrailways.co.nz/our-journeys/the-seasider 
 

South Island Rail Touring
Explore the lower South Island by rail this Autumn with Dunedin Railways breath-
taking Southern Rail Tour.  Departing Christchurch, this seven day journey takes in 
the stunning coastal scenery en-route to Invercargill, with a three-day stopover in 
Dunedin to explore its many fascinating attractions. Inclusive of accommodation, 
catering and selected activities, this is the ultimate in relaxing, hassle-free travel and 
the absolute best way to soak up the gorgeous views.  There are three South Island 
routes to choose from and only a few journeys departing each year, so this is an 
extra-special experience for those lucky enough to secure a spot. 
https://www.dunedinrailways.co.nz/our-journeys/rail-touring/southern-rail-tour 

Museum of Natural Mystery
Spread over three rooms of an old central city villa, the museum contains a 
collection of skulls, bones, biological curiosities, ethnological art and unusual 
cultural items which the artist has collected over a life-time.  The long-time dream 
of artist and illustrator Bruce Mahalski, this is a museum and gallery with just the 
right amount of weird. Rumour has it that an accommodation offering on-site is next 
on the cards, which will likely capture the imagination of those that seek out more 
unusual digs.
https://www.facebook.com/naturalmysterymuseum/ 

Karitane Maori Tours
Just north of Dunedin in the picturesque seaside village of Karitane, a new 
adventure and eco-tourism business has launched offering a unique insight into 
local Maori culture and history. Karitane Maori Tours provide a fun and fascinating 
modern waka tour experience along the Waikouaiti River, ecological restoration 
through native tree-planting and guided tours around the beautiful Huriawa 
Peninsula.
https://karitanemaoritours.nz/ 

Do & See



Port to Port
Hop aboard the Sootychaser for an up-close and intimate look at the Otago Harbour 
and its wild inhabitants. Launched in September 2018, Port to Port have a range 
of excellent tour options which take in the history and wildlife so prevalent in this 
area, including albatross and fur seals. For day-trippers and cyclists, the boat also 
provides a cross harbour ferry service which can take in lesser known spots such as 
Quarantine Island. 
https://www.porttoport.co.nz/ 

Do & See

dtour App
A recently launched mobile app aims to encourage Dunedin residents and visitors 
to explore the city’s literary culture. Dunedin Unesco City of Literature has teamed 
up with the University of Otago’s department of English and linguistics to create 
the ‘’dtour’’ app. The app links remarkable writers and their stories to remarkable 
sites in Dunedin and the Otago region and provides information about places in 
the city that writers - both living and deceased - had lived in or visited, even if they 
were not referred to in their works.

Est. 1868 – Otago Museum
This wonderful new exhibition at the Otago Museum features 500 objects, 
spanning the humanities, natural science and taoka Maori collections that have 
been interpreted into thematic strands, including the biggest, smallest, rarest, 
quirkiest, and tastiest.  The intriguingly displayed objects offer curious insights 
into the stories behind the objects and invite visitors to be amused, provoked and 
thoughtful, to reflect on the past and imagine the future. Open daily until Sunday 
14 April 2019

New Networks: Contemporary Chinese Art – Dunedin 
Public Art Gallery
December 8  2018 – April 28, 2019
This exhibition offers New Zealand audiences a rare view into one of the most 
dynamic areas of global art. An ambitious exhibition, New Networks showcases 
works by leading figures from the contemporary Chinese Art Movement. Drawn 
from art collections in both New Zealand and Australia and this will be the first 
time that many of these significant artworks have been shown in this country. The 
exhibition includes works by Song Dong, Yang Fudong, Liu Jianhua, Xu Bing, Yin 
Xiuzhen, Jin Jiangbo ,Wang Qingsong, Xu Zhen, Wang Gongxin, He Xiangyu, 
Liu Chuang, Lin Tianmiao, Jennifer Wen Ma, Chen Haiyan,  Huang Yan and  Ai 
Weiwei.

Chills Documentary 
Martin Phillips and The Chills, feature documentary for cinema release has 
premiered internationally at the 2019 SXSW festival in Austin Texas.  A New 
Zealand premiere is planned for 1 May – watch this space! The Chills are one of the 
best-known bands from the Dunedin Sound era.

SIX60 Feature Film
Work is underway on a feature film to tell the tale of Dunedin pop band Six60. The 
film, to be directed by Julia Parnell and produced by Nicola Peeperkoorn, is still in 
the early stages of production.

Culture Vulture



iD Dunedin Fashion Week
March 11-17th
Emerging fashion from around the globe meets high profile international and Kiwi 
designers in a unique fashion mash-up like no other! Enjoy exhibitions, designer 
talks, pop-up stores, fashion films and exclusive behind-the-scenes encounters, iD 
Dunedin Fashion Week is your opportunity to experience the glamorous world of 
fashion up-close.
https://www.idfashion.co.nz/

UNI150 Street Parade
16 March
As part of the 150th anniversary celebrations for the University of Otago, town and 
gown will meet with a lively street parade for all staff and students, with a theme of 
“colours’’. Marchers will be encouraged to wear their academic colours and outfits 
of their clubs and colleges and other regalia.

Dunedin Fringe Festival
March 21-31st
The Dunedin Fringe Festival is shaping up to be a cracker again this year, with 
an eclectic array of entertainment from the on-trend to the offbeat, guaranteed to 
me you laugh, cry, clap and/or gasp. Events take place everywhere from Waitati 
to Broad Bay, in theatres, bars, galleries, churches, book stores, pop-up spaces, the 
Town Belt and maybe even someone’s backyard. To get the best of the fest all in 
one shot, the showcase evening opens the festival on Wednesday 20th March, 2019.
https://www.dunedinfringe.nz/ 
 

2019 Royal New Zealand Pipe Band Association 
Championships
March 29th-30th
Tying in perfectly with Dunedin’s strong Scottish heritage, the Edinburgh of the 
South will come alive with the harmonies of hundreds of pipe bands as they vie for 
the top title. The two day event will feature displays at the University of Otago Oval 
and a street parade down George Street.  A rousing spectacle that pays tribute to 
the long-standing tradition of pipe bands in New Zealand.
https://www.nzpipebands.org.nz/ 

Otago Rally
12-14 April 
For lovers of motorsport of all kinds, the Otago Rally is a chance to indulge in 
petrol-fueled excitement as New Zealand’s top rally drivers pit their skills against 
international competitors from across the globe, in a series of different events over 
3 days.
www.otagorally.com/home

Tally Ho! 3
13 April
‘Tally Ho! 3 – The Essential Dunedin Sound’ features the iconic songs and singers 
of the Dunedin Sound era, along with some contemporary singers and songs, such 
as Shayne Carter, Anthonie Tonnon, Metitilani Alo and Molly Devine
dso.org.nz/concerts-tickets/consert-series-2018

Event-full Calendar



Wild Dunedin - New Zealand Festival of Nature
22-28 April 
Get to know Dunedin’s wild side with over 50 events celebrating nature in all its 
splendour. Discover why Dunedin is the wildlife capital of New Zealand and a city 
rich in natural places for the whole family to enjoy. The festival programme ranges 
from guided walks, workshops and talks through to kids activities, special tours 
and ‘wild’ dining.
www.wilddunedin.nz  

The Dunedin Writers and Readers Festival
9-12 May 
The Dunedin Writers & Readers Festival (9-12 May) is just the thing to deliver a 
spot of brightness and mental stimulation to your Autumn. The festival offers 
a vibrant guest list of New Zealand and international authors and this year, the 
programme of events will span fiction, poetry, drama, children’s literature, mental 
health, feminism, politics, history, te reo Māori, humour, outdoor adventuring, 
crime and illustration.

Rare Kakapo Chicks in residence at the Dunedin Wildlife 
Hospital
Five of one of New Zealand’s rarest bird species are being raised in Dunedin to 
relieve pressure during their largest breeding season since recovery efforts began.
The Department of Conservation transported the kakapo chicks from Codfish 
Island, near Stewart Island, to be reared at the Dunedin Wildlife Hospital.  They 
will eventually be returned to the wild in a predator free area.

Dunedin Wildlife Care Code Launched
Dunedin’s visitor industry has launched a “Dunedin Wildlife Care Code” to help 
visitors care for the city’s unique and rare wildlife. Spearheaded by Dunedin Host, 
the local tourism operators’ body, the working group includes Enterprise Dunedin, 
Department of Conservation and the Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust. The code will 
help visitors to keep a safe distance from penguins and sea lions, and has advice 
on not feeding animals plus rules around drones, camping and suggestions for how 
people can help the great work of Dunedin’s wildlife charities

Little Blue Penguins Flourishing
Tourist growth at Dunedin’s royal albatross colony is helping create another 
success story on Otago Peninsula. The giant seabirds are neighbours to a few 
hundred breeding pairs of little blue penguins - and that little colony is growing 
big. They’re the world’s smallest penguin and every night tourists wait until dusk 
to watch them scurrying back up the cliff after a day at sea. More than 130 chicks 
have hatched this season, making the little blues the most productive seabird on 
the planet.

Waterfront Development
The Steamer Basin area of the Dunedin harbourside will be transformed into a 
visionary new mixed-use development over the next 10-20 years. The development 
is set to include a hotel, retail outlets, eateries and a sustainable futures building 
among other facilities. An application to the Provincial Growth Fund to construct a 
building platform is pending.

City News



Peninsula Connection – Cycle and Walkway
A multi-stage cycle and walkway project to connect Port Chalmers to Portobello 
and beyond is well progressed with the next and largest stage about to commence.  
The Peninsula Connection project serves a dual purpose of widening the road, 
which is used frequently by residents and visitors alike, and improving safety and 
access to the Peninsula for walkers and cyclists.

Predator Free Dunedin Initiative Underway
To retain its status as wildlife capital of New Zealand, the Predator Free Dunedin 
programme has received a funding boost. Over five years, Predator Free Dunedin 
aims to eradicate possums from the 9,000ha Otago Peninsula and to suppress rats, 
possums, weasels, ferrets and stoats across 12,500ha of land surrounding Orokonui 
Ecosanctuary, between Aramoana, Waitati and North-East Valley. Dunedin 
locals will  also play a part by implementing predator control operations in their 
backyards and in local reserves within the Urban Linkage area. 

Follow us to keep up to date with the latest Dunedin news and developments:

Facebook: DunedinNZ

Twitter: LoveDunedin

Instagram: DunedinNZ

Website: www.dunedinnz.com

Insiders Dunedin: 
www.insidersdunedin.co.nz


