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Otago Peninsula

The Otago Peninsula is a frequently visited eco-tourism area in
Dunedin. Its unique and fragile ecosystem is home to rare wildlife.
Please ensure that you camp only in permitted areas.

Wildlife Do’s and Don’ts near Wildlife

Environmental Care Code

Q32
Journey back into New Zealand's Colonial History with a visit to the

underground fortifications of Fort Taiaroa. These Harbour defences were

built in the 1880s when it was feared that Russian Warship presence

in the Pacific might lead to invasion. The Fort houses an 1885 6-inch HI STORI C
Armstrong disappearing gun, the only fully restored example of its

type in the world. The Fort Observation Post overlooks the Albatross FORT TAIAROA

Colony and tour bookings are made at the Albatross Visitor Centre. OTACIO

Reservations essential please phone 478 0499, 0800 528 767 or email fort@albatross.org.nz

Seals: Don’t come between seals and the water, for your safety
remain at least 10 metres away from seals.

Sea Lions: Do keep well back. Sea lions are not afraid of you and
can move quickly over short distances.

Penguins: Avoid letting penguins seeing you. Talk quietly and
move away slowly. Keep to the tracks and away from nest sites.
Use viewing hides where available.

At all times follow guides instructions, this will not only protect
the wildlife but is also for your own safety.

Royal Albatross atTaiaroa Head

Respect our cultural heritage. Dunedin and the Otago Peninsula
have a spiritual and historical significance to tangata whenua, the
local Maori people.

Protect and respect our plants and animals. Penguins, seals , sea
lions and albatross are sensitive to people.

Remove all rubbish

Leave no trace of your visit.

Use the public toilets provided - refer to map page 26 for Peninsula
locations.

No experience needed! — ' w‘M @ Cay r'h

|
See the Otago Peninsula’s amazing wildlife fro Ahenbars
a whole new perspective. Pre bookings required. =
Book on 03 489 1951, 027 6400 185 or bookings@wildearth.co. nz- www.wlldearth.co.nz
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' Middlemarch - Strath Taieri and the Otago Central Rail Trail

A 1 hour scenic drive from Dunedin on State Highway 87 will bring
you to the Strath Taieri and Middlemarch, a close-knit farming
community that welcomes visitors to experience their lifestyle and
explore the dramatic scenery surrounding them. From the top of the
Rock and Pillar Range, where you can find the Giant Weta (Hemideina
maori), to schist tors lower down, where you will discover the Otago
and Grand skinks and the New Zealand Falcon, you will continually
be amazed and delighted by what you will see here.

Take a walk through tussock and rock tors to Sutton Salt Lake, New
Zealand’s only inland salt lake. It is 30cm deep at its highest and is
often dry. (1 and a quarter hours return).

The Rock and Pillar Range (summit 1450m) provides a playground for
trampers and cross-country skiers with small huts dotted in the area
(www.doc.govt.nz for more info).

Trout fishing is a must atTaieri River, New Zealand’s 3rd longest river
(318km). With many access points, you are sure to find a secluded
spot where the fish are biting.

° CYCLE
SURGERY.

0800 CYCLE HIRE

0800 292 534

CYCLESURGERY.CO.N2z

Travel via the Taieri Gorge Limited to complete the experience! The
Train takes you all the way back to Dunedin via the start of the Otago
Central Railway at Wingatui. It leaves either from Middlemarch or
Pukerangi (19km south of Middlemarch) and runs several times a
week. Transport can be arranged from Middlemarch to Pukerangi.
Travelling by train is a relaxing way to travel and the scenic route
includes the 437m long Salisbury Tunnel and the 197m long Wingatui
Viaduct, to name a few of the many attractions along this route.

The Middlemarch museum is situated in the former Masonic Lodge
building in Aberafon St. It houses a comprehensive collection of local
history and interests, including simulated static displays. Opening
on request it also boasts “Platypus” a submarine designed for the
recovery of gold from river beds, first tested in 1874.

Dunedin Regional Map Grid References
Strath Taieri and the Otago Central Rail Trail operators in this section
can be located on the map on page 40 using the grid reference
marked on each advertisement.

M24
STRATH TAIERI HOTEL

Middlemarch o Otago
"Most certainly one of the most friendly pubs to visit"
Snow Street Middlemarch. Ph (03) 464 3800 www.strathtaierihotel.co.nz
The Strath Taieri Hotel
is a friendly country hotel
with that traditional
atmosphere
- “the genuine article.”
Located opposite the
Middlemarch railway station
and just 200 m from the
beginning of the
Otago Central Rail Trail,
we offer great food,
great entertainment,
great ambience
- be sure to visit us!

. ] Pukerangi Homestead : i . I‘

Taieri Gorge Railway Clarks Junction Hotel

Dunedin Railway Station ~ §29 Ph (03) 489 1461 024

Country Retreat

38 Reefs Road, Pukerangi
Ph (03) 464 3243 Fax 03) 464 3022

Rail Trail Services

025

Bookings 0800 244 844 025

Ph (03) 464 3355 M24

Ph +64 3 477 4449
reserve@taieri.co.nz
www.taieri.co.nz

Take one of the world’s great train
trips from Dunedin through the
Taieri River Gorge and return.
Half-day return excursions. Plus:
Optional Dunedin - Queenstown
connection. Way-to-go link with
Otago Central Rail Trail. Dunedin -
Pukerangi - Middlemarch - Dunedin.
Bikes travel for free.
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Just 40 minutes from Dunedin on
the corner of Highway 87 and the
Old Dunstan Trail. Conveniently
situated half way between Outram
and Middlemarch, where the Otago
Central Rail Trail commences/
finishes.

Full meals available, kitchen always
open. Accommodation, one double,
one triple, one twin.

Mobile: +64 274 643 012
enquiries@pukerangihomestead.co.nz
www.pukerangihomestead.co.nz
Located on Barewood Station, a
stunninghigh-countryfarm,Pukerangi
offers luxury accommodation in a
gracious 100-year-old stone villa with
four en-suite bedrooms. Guests are
pampered with fine linens and NZ
toiletries. Delicious full breakfast is
included. Easily incorporated into
journeys on the Taieri Gorge Railway
and the Otago Central Rail Trail.

bookings@time2.co.nz
www.time2.co.nz

Wanaka ConneXions operate the
“Track &Trail”” coach service, a daily
passenger & freight connection

from  Queenstown, travelling
via Cromwell, Ranfurly and
Middlemarch, to Pukerangi where it
connects with the Taieri Gorge Train
to Dunedin.

railtrail@xtra.co.nz www.railtrail.co.nz

How to Rail Trail the easy way
Contact Rail Trail Services
Let us organise every part of
your Rail Trail experience - travel,
accommodation, meals, bikes,
luggage transfers, train and bus
ticketing - we will worry about the
details! No group too big or small
- trips to suit individuals, families,
group and school parties; budget
or premium. Accommodation also
available in Middlemarch - the start
of the Rail Trail.



Middlemarch - Strath Taieri and the Otago Cen

| Rail Trail &

The Rail Trail can be walked, cycled or horseback ridden and has
the advantage of no cars or hills and is free. You can take as little
or as long as you like to complete the Rail Trail and with so many
great places to see along the way, it is well worth taking a leisurely
tour. The RailTrail itself provides a wonderful and unique insight into
railway engineering of the early 20th Century with fantastic bridges
(over 60), viaducts and tunnels to see and explore. The Rail Trail is
also very flexible in that if you have little time, day trips can be made
as access to the Rail Trail is easy from the main highways.

The Otago Central Rail Trail winds 151km from Clyde to Alexandra
& then down through the Manuherikia & Ida Valleys until it reaches
Middlemarch, situated on the StrathTaieri.The Otago Central Railway
originally branched from the main trunk at Wingatui, 12 kilometres
south of Dunedin, and ran through Middlemarch, Ranfurly, Omakau
and Alexandra to Cromwell in the heart of Central Otago, 235 km
from the junction. Construction was protracted, commencing in 1879
at the Dunedin end and not completed to Cromwell until 1921. At
various points travellers can break their journey to experience the

blue sky, barren landscape and sense of history. Be sure to also
sample the legendary hospitality that the locals are rightly famous
for. Stay a few days, you will be made most welcome.

DISTANCE GUIDE

MASL*  Trail Start Trail Finish Distance
170 Clyde to Chatto Creek 25km
224 Chatto Creek to Lauder 19km
333 Lauder to Oturehua 23km
501 Oturehua to Ranfurly 25km
424 Ranfurly to Hyde 32km
330 Hyde to Middlemarch 27km
201 Middlemarch
Combined Distance 151km

*MASL (Metres above sea level)

For more detailed information on this area, please refer to:
www.atoz-nz.com/railtrail.asp

THE STABLES Miopieuascy
& tie OTAGO GOLDFIELDS
S STAGE COACH TOURS =

Experience the unique luxury of an
elegant retreat, set in a friendly
carefree environment. Enjoy traditional
rural hospitality at its very best.

The Strath Taieri’s newest attraction.
Experience this truly unique tour
combining coach tours with elk in

authentic farm setting. Separate elk

Snow Ave, Middlemarch M24
Ph (03) 464 3070
marklane@es.co.nz

Come in for fantastic coffee and
food or a glass of wine. Open
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Just
across from the railway tracks at the
start of the Central Otago Rail Trail.
Can also cater for functions!

Middlemarch Store

SH87 Middlemarch. M24
Ph/Fax (03) 464 3762
mattbriggs@yahoo.com
Groceries, bread, milk, fruit, off-
licence, meals, takeaways, pies,
sandwiches, cakes, tea, espresso
coffee, milkshakes, drinks, ice-
creams. Indoor out-door dining.
Open 7 days.

The Kissing Gate Café

Swansea St. M24
SH87 Middlemarch.

Ph (03) 464 3224
www.middlemarch.co.nz

For country cuisine with a delicious
Mediterranean flavour, you can’t
go past The Kissing Gate cafe.
Open 8.30-5.00pm daily. If you
want dinner or early breakfast,
book ahead. Private functions? No
trouble. Open Friday evenings for
dine in or take home. Make a point
of visiting Strath Taieri’s iconic café.

PH 03 464 3344 or 027 664 3800

Middlemarch B&B

Barry & LornaWilliams M24
Swansea St, Middlemarch

Central Otago

Ph (03) 464 3718 Fax (03) 464 3715
lorna.williams@xtra.co.nz
Comfortable, warm and tasteful
accommodation 400m from the
beginning of the Otago Rail Trail.
Situated in the main street of
Middlemarch on SH 87. Set in half
an acre of tranquil gardens. Single
and double suites, indoor spa and
meals available.

tours also available.

Oceana Gold

Phone 0800 465 386 L28
www.oceanagoldtours.com

Our two hour tour takes you to see
enormous trucks and excavators
in action. Visit heritage mining
sites including a complete battery
stamper, the gigantic Fraser’s open
cast pit and the CAT maintenance
base. We also visit the Otago Fish
and Game hatchery, the gold
processing plant and the historic
village of Macraes. Tours operate at
10.00am and 2.00pm most days and
reservations are essential.
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